CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

with the Qoran that the change can only be
ascribed to the influence of the civilisation
which the Muhammedans encountered. The
idea of woman as a creature of no account
is certainly rooted in the ancient East, but it
reached Islam in Christian dress and with the
authority of Christian hostility to marriage.
With this hostility to marriage are prob-
ably connected the regulations concerning
the covering of the body : in the ancient
church only the face, the hands and the feet
were to be exposed to view, the object being
to prevent the suggestion of sinful thoughts :
it is also likely that objections to the ancient
habit of leaving the body uncovered found
expression in this ordinance. Similar ob-
jections may be found in Muhammedan
tradition; we may regard these as further de-
velopments of commands given in the Qoran,
but it is also likely that Muhammed's apocry-
phal statements upon the point were dictated
by Christian religious theory. They often
appear in connection with warnings against
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